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Text of President Robles! Speech at Toctimen Airport on Return from Sumit 


: Fellow Citizens: Thank you, a thousand thanks for this grandiose tribute 
which I receive as a tribute to our fatherland. 


A doubly historical mission took us to the sister republic of Uruguay, 
primarily to attend the Hemisphere Summit Conference of Presidents. 


I am pleased to tell you that in that international conclave the Pariamanian 
delegation performed a very splendid work -—- a work that warranted the 
applause and sympathy of all the delegations that attended. 


It was a work of arduous labor. And Panama very satisfactorily acted on 
many of the points discussed. 


I should inform you that we owe all the effort, work, and success to the 
delegation composed of Foreign Minister Fernando Eleta Almardén, Finance 
and Treasury Minister David Samudio, Dr. Didgenes de la Rosa, negotiator 
in the present negotiations with the United States, my economic adviser 
Dr. Hernd4n Porras, and newsman Renato Ozores. ; 


I want to add my acknowledgment to the tribute you are paying them. And 
the other matter, which to me and the members of the party which accom- 
panied me had a very proper, very Panamanian value, was the fact that I 
asked to privately converse with U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson. 


For, in that regard I went to broach the points which the mixed negotiating 
committee had go far been unable to resolve within the present negotiations. 


And sirs, I should report, with the utmost satisfaction, elation as a Pana-. 
_manian, that President Johnson heard me out; that President Johnson listened 
» to all of my reasoning; that President Johnson grasped our problem, under— 

stood it perfectly well; and that President Johnson manifested great sym- 
., pathy toward resolving those problems. 


Moreover, before me and the members of the party who accompanied me and 
the members of the U.S. party which accompanied him, President Johnson 
gave conclusive orders for the process of those negotiations to be accel- 
erated and be the most favorable possible to the interests of Panama and 
‘the United States of America. 


President Johnson went even further, something which I had not expected and . 
surprised me and the other members with me in the historic meeting. For he 
invited me to breakfast, during which he afforded me a much longer time than — 
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is customary in these protocolary affairs. 
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President Johnson spent almost an hour and a half with me in talks. And 
as the talks ended he spontaneously called the U.S. reporters, journalists 
and photographers and issued the declaration which all of you know about 
in connection with our conversation. 


, I should add that I return very optimistic from that interview and that I 
’ expect that this, the biggest matter that has ever been undertaken for the 
benefit of our country -- and I expect and trust so -—~ will be terminated © 
rapidly and satisfactorily. ake 


In the talks I held with President Johnson on various aspects of the nego~ . 
tiations, he clearly and succinctly said that within the framework of the | - 
negotiations he could yot see any insurmountable point; that all of the 
points could be solved favcrebis for both countries. 


Sirs, I have returned somewhat i11. I have been suffering from grippe and . 
a throat infection for three days, as cabled reports stated, performing a 
heavy duty -- for this likewise is a rendezvous for the country — yet I 
have come to talk to you. 


I have noted the key points. And, to conclude, I want to greet each and. 
every one of you. 


Dear Bill: 


During a recent trip to Panama to attend a meeting of the 
Inter-American Center of Tax Administrators I had a nuaber of 
oceasions to spend some time with your Misaiém Director there, 
Jin Megelias. 


X was wost favorably impreased with aii aepacts of your 
| progyvem in Panama. Jim has grasped the full significance of 
| the AID program both to our government and that of Panama. He 
appears to have the confidence of everyone in Panama fram President 


Robles dows to the slim dwellers newly settled in one ef your 

amassing new self-help areas. It is said dow there that if Jim 
ran fox office in the next election he could sweep the country 
as President of the Republic. 


President Rebles asked me te convey to you his desire to 
keep Jim in Panama for the next year. As you know, the President 
has one more year in office, and he feels that Jim has done so 
much for the country that he would like to see him stay there 
threugh his full tema to ceuplete a number of projects now 
under way. 


I should add some personal cbservations. I spent ene Sunday 
with Mr. Megellas out visiting scme of your new self-help housing 
| projects. I was in Fanama ebout 8 monthe ago and therefore had | 
| the opportunity to see some of these areas as they began, and 
| now could see the completion. We attended the celebration of | 
the first snoniversay of the firat family moving into a new area. 
| It wae a2 moet impressive sight. I felt proud of our AID progran. 
These housing projects are a new way to lick an old problem. | 
| Property ownership has brought a new sense of responsibility 
I 


to these former slum dwellers. One of the Panamanian goverment 
officials told me that their people used to talk about physical 
need, while they are now concerned with morals. They desire 
bettex police pretection, schools, health facilities and the 
ile. 


From all this you can see that I was tremendously impressed 
with your program and even more impressed with your man on the 
scene - Jim Megellag. 


ee 


I might add a word ox so avout Gr cooperetive efforts to 
improve tax adainistration. ‘The formation of the new Inter- 
American Center of Tax Administrators marks 4 great step in 
self-help in this area. Every Director General of Tames ia 
Latin America is a member - and I aight eay 211 are enthusiastic. 
With the help of Rave Brocheim we have been able to make great 
progress in the field of tax administration. I know that this 
field is a key area to self-help in all other areas ~ and I want 
you to know we will continue te give it our beet efforts. The 
new orgenization will help by providing the vehicle for more 
self-help - analysis, criticiem and aid from Latine to Latine. 


With best regards, 
Sincerely, 


Honerable William S. Gaud 
Adsinistrator, Agency for 
| Interaational Development 
2ist and Virginia Avenue 

Washington, D. C. 


ee: Under Secretary of State Katsenbach 


VYiee President Humphrey 
Honerable Walt Rostow. 
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